


Article 58 Control Regulation 1224/09. Traceability 

1. All lots of fisheries and aquaculture products shall be traceable at all stages of 

production, processing and distribution, from catching or harvesting to retail stage. 

2. Fisheries and aquaculture products placed on the market or likely to be placed on the 

market in the Union shall be adequately labelled to ensure the traceability of each lot. 

3. Lots of fisheries and aquaculture products may be merged or split after first sale only 
if it is possible to trace them back to catching or harvesting stage. 

4. Member States shall ensure that operators have in place systems and procedures to 
identify any operator from whom they have been supplied with lots of fisheries and 
aquaculture products and to whom these products have been supplied. This information shall 
be made available to the competent authorities on demand. 
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The minimum labelling and information requirements for all lots 

of fisheries and aquaculture products shall include: 
(a) the identification number of each lot; 
(b) the external identification number and name of the fishing vessel or the name of the 
aquaculture production unit; 
(c) the FAO alpha-3 code of each species; 
(d) the date of catches or the date of production; 
(e) the quantities of each species in kilograms expressed in net weight or, where appropriate, 
the number of individuals;
(ea) in cases where fish below the applicable minimum conservation reference size are 
present in the quantities referred to in point (e), separate information on the quantities of 
each species in kilograms expressed in net weight, or the number of individuals; 
(f) the name and address of the suppliers;
(g) the information to consumers provided for in Article 35 of Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013
of the European Parliament and of the Council 

Information listed in points (a) to (f) of paragraph shall not apply to fisheries and aquaculture products imported into the Union with 
catch certificates submitted in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008. 
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REGULATION 1379/2013 Common organisation of the 
markets in fishery and aquaculture products

CONSUMER INFORMATION. Article 35. Mandatory information

(a) the commercial designation of the species and its scientific name;
(b) the production method, in particular by the following words ‘… caught …’ or ‘… caught in 

freshwater …’ or ‘… farmed …’;
(c) the area where the product was caught or farmed, and the category of fishing gear used 

in capture of fisheries,
(d) whether the product has been defrosted;
(e) the date of minimum durability, where appropriate.
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Article 59. Control Regulation 1224/09. First sale of 
fisheries products 
1. Member States shall ensure that all fisheries products are first marketed or 

registered at an auction centre or to registered buyers or to producer organisations. 

2. The buyer of fisheries products from a fishing vessel at first sale shall be registered
with the competent authorities of the Member State where the first sale takes place. For the 
purpose of registration, each buyer shall be identified according to its VAT number, tax 
identification number or other unique identifier in national databases. 
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Article 62. Control Regulation 1224/09. Completion and 
submission of sales notes
1. Registered buyers, registered auctions or other bodies or persons authorised by Member 
States with an annual financial turnover in first sales of fisheries products of less than EUR 
200 000 which are responsible for the first marketing of fisheries products landed in a 
Member State, shall submit, if possible electronically, within 48 hours after the first sale, a 

sales note to the competent authorities of the Member State in whose territory the 

first sale takes place. The accuracy of the sales note shall be the responsibility of these 
buyers, auctions, bodies or persons.   (>= 200.000 EUR, electronic means, deadline 24 h)

3. If the Member State in whose territory the first sale takes place is not the flag Member 

State of the fishing vessel that landed the fish, it shall ensure that a copy of the 
sales note is submitted, if possible electronically, to the competent authorities of the 

flag Member State upon receipt of the relevant information.
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Article 64. Control Regulation 1224/09
Content of the sales notes

(a) the external identification number and the name of the fishing vessel that 

has landed the product concerned;

(b) the port and date of landing;

(c) the name of the fishing vessel’s operator or master and, if different, the name of the 

seller;

(d) the name of the buyer and its VAT number, its tax identification number, or other unique 

identifier;



(e) the FAO alpha-3 code of each species and the relevant geographical area in which 

the catches were taken;

(f) the quantities of each species in kilograms in product weight, broken down by 

type of product presentation or, where appropriate, the number of individuals;
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(g) for all products subject to marketing standards, as appropriate, the individual size or 
weight, grade, presentation and freshness;

(h) where appropriate, the destination of products withdrawn from the market for storage of 
fishery products in accordance with Article 30 of Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013;

(ha) where appropriate, the quantities in kilograms expressed in net weight, or the number 

of individuals, below the applicable minimum conservation reference size, 

and the destination thereof;
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(i) the place and the date of the sale;

(j) where possible, the reference number and date of invoice and, where appropriate, the 

sales contract;
(k) where applicable, reference to the take-over declaration referred to in Article 66 or the 
transport document referred to in Article 68;

(l) the price.
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Article 68 Control Regulation 1224/09
Completion and submission of the transport document

Fisheries products landed into the Union for which neither a sales note nor a take-

over declaration has been submitted and which are transported to a place other 

than that of landing, shall be accompanied* by a document drawn up by the 

transporter until the first sale has taken place. The transporter** shall submit, within 48 

hours after the loading, a transport document to the competent authorities of the 

Member State in whose territory the landing has taken place or other bodies authorised by 
it.

*(Exempted in case of electronic document)
Exchanges of transport doc in case of marketing in
different MS (landing-marketing)
** Responsible for the accuracy of the document



Content of the transport document
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(a) the place of destination of the consignment(s) and the identification of the transport 
vehicle;

(b) the external identification number and name of the fishing vessel that has landed 
the products;

(c) the FAO alpha-3 code of each species and the relevant geographical area in which 
the catches were taken;

(d) the quantities of each species transported in kilograms in product weight, broken down 
by type of product presentation or, where appropriate, the number of individuals;

(e) the name(s) and address(es) of the consignee(s);

(f) the place and date of loading;

(g) where appropriate, the quantities in kilograms expressed in net weight, or the number of 

individuals, below the applicable minimum conservation reference size.



The competent authorities of Member States may grant exemptions from the 

obligation set out in paragraph 1 if the fisheries products are transported within a port 
area or not more than 20 km from the place of landing.

Where fisheries products that have been declared as sold in a sales note are transported to 
a location other than the place of landing, the transporter shall be able to prove with a 
document that a sales transaction has taken place.

The transporter shall be exempt from the obligation laid down in this Article if the 

transport document is replaced by a copy of the landing declaration provided for in 
Article 23 pertaining to the quantities transported, or any equivalent document containing 
the same level of information.


